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Making a difference
one meal at a time
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As a volunteer with the 'Llond Bol!' initiative
run by Yr Orsaf in Penygroes, Dorin has made a
key contribution to the local community.
'Llond Bol!' is a project that provides free
meals to anyone living in the Dyffryn Nantlle
area every Wednesday afternoon at the village
Memorial Hall.

Dorin's role includes helping with the preparations, cooking, serving food, and
ensuring everyone feels welcome and comfortable. This project plays a vital role in
fostering a sense of community, belonging and connection among the residents of
the area.

Dorin was supported to join this role by Jordan from
our Helping Hand to Volunteer project. 
Dorin wanted to volunteer to be part of the
community, to foster a sense of purpose and reduce
feelings of loneliness. He also hoped that giving
back to the community would contribute to improve
his confidence and general mental well-being.

Volunteering with 'Llond Bol!' has proven to be a
perfect role as Dorin gets to do what he enjoys the
most- cooking!
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Before starting his volunteering journey,
Jordan and Dorin met with staff who lead the
project. During their conversation they agreed
what support and adjustments were needed
for Dorin to be able to fulfill the role. 

As someone who has faced several health
challenges over the years which has affected
his mental well-being, and who has also
received support from the Arfon Social
Prescription scheme. The support has
included help with attending medical
appointments, general advice, and
encouragement to take an active part in
volunteering in the community.

'Volunteering has made me a much
happier person. It has given me a sense
of purpose in life, and I now feel useful
and valued. Being part of the community
here in North Wales has really lifted my
spirits. As someone who is originally
from Romania, 'Llond Bol!' helped me
feel at home. Volunteering here makes
me very happy. It has greatly improved
the quality of my life', said Dorin when
reflecting on the difference volunteering
has had on him.

For more information about volunteering and how you can
make a difference, please contact us:
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Throughout the day, a wide range of organisations will be present, offering
volunteering opportunities across a variety of fields, including health and
wellbeing, supporting individuals and families, the environment, culture,
the arts, youth work and community development. The market is an
excellent opportunity to learn more about the role of volunteering, receive
information directly from organisations, and discover opportunities that
match your interests, skills and availability.

The event also provides an opportunity for voluntary organisations to
promote their work, attract new volunteers, and build new relationships
and partnerships with other organisations. Staff from Mantell Gwynedd’s
Volunteering Centre will also be on hand to offer advice and support.

The Volunteering Market is being held during Wales Charities Week,
providing a perfect opportunity to celebrate volunteering and the impact
of charities on our communities.
Everyone is welcome to attend the fair, whether you are an experienced
volunteer or someone considering volunteering for the first time. Come
along to find out how you can make a positive difference in your local
community.

For more information, please contact Mantell Gwynedd at
gwirfoddoli@mantellgwynedd.com or call 01286 672 626.
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Mantell Gwynedd will be hosting a
Volunteering Market on 11 February 2026,
from 10:00am to 3:00pm, at Caernarfon
Market Hall. The aim of the event is to bring
together people who are interested in
volunteering with voluntary organisations
from across Gwynedd.
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The Helping Hand to Volunteer project
hosted a festive afternoon to celebrate
the commitment and contributions of volunteers who have received
the support through the project. Around 40 volunteers, their carers
and parents were present where also presented certificates to in
recognition of the volunteer’s ongoing commitments.
Over last year, volunteers have given their generousity to support
organisations such as the local food banks, charity shops,
community hubs and other community services.

Since the project was launched in January 2024 through , more than
160 individuals have received one-to-one support to help them start
volunteering. The purpose of this innovative project is to provide
individuals who have additional support needs a much needed
helping hand and boost to enter volunteering.
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The project received some heartfelt comments shared by some
of the parents during the event:

'Over the past year everyone has seen a massive progress in
Rye since he started volunteering. Volunteering has improved
his confidence significantly. The impact it has had on my son
Rye's life is immeasurable, we as a family would like to say a big
thank you to Jordan.'
Ed, Rye's parent.

'Having someone like Jordan who can help my son who has
autism to get out of the house is so important. Volunteering has
made a huge difference to his confidence. when he was
younger, he wouldn't go out of the house but no. He now goes
out to volunteer but also now socializes with his friends which
is something he has never done before.'
Ruth, Madog's parent.



We are thrilled to offer a series of FREE Group B Safeguarding training
for the voluntary sector in Gwynedd. The Group B training is aimed at
staff and volunteers who have contact with children, young people,
and/or their parents/carers or adults at risk and/or their carers.

Sessions are held face to face, online, plus over two evenings through
the medium of Welsh and English. We are hoping to reach as many
staff, volunteers and trustees to take advantage of this opportunity. 
It is recommended to complete Group A training before completing
Group B training. 

Training dates are as follows:
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📍 In-person - Porthmadog Football Club
 🟢 Welsh– 5  Marchth

 🔵 English – 4  Marchth

 ⏰ 9.30am – 3.30pm

💻 Online- ZOOM
 🟢 Welsh– 5  Februaryth

 🔵 English – 12  Februaryth

 ⏰ 9.30am – 3.30pm

🌙 Evenings Online (participants must attend both evenings)
 🟢 Welsh– 2  & 3  Marchnd rd

 🔵 English – 13  & 14  April th th

 ⏰ 6.00pm – 8.30pm

Please contact us to register your place
ymholiadau@mantellgwynedd.com  / 01286 672 626



We want to hear from you!

As part of our ongoing commitment to support the third sector in
Gwynedd, Mantell Gwynedd is currently working on identifying the
training and development needs of organisations, staff, and
volunteers to help us ensure that our training offer is tailored to the
specific needs of the sector, we would greatly appreciate your
input in this Training Needs Analysis (TNA).

We are seeking input on the following areas:

·Skills or knowledge gaps you believe should be addressed through
training.
·Specific training topics, tools, or platforms that you feel would
enhance effectiveness.
·Preferred methods or formats for training (e.g., face to face or
online courses). 

Your feedback is invaluable in helping us shape our training
programme in 2026. 

Please complete the form below so we can begin to plan and
organise the next steps. 

Follow the link below or scan the QR code 
to complete the survey:

Click here to complete the survey
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https://forms.office.com/e/WFQ3tGg0uL
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Welsh
Charities 
Week
Welsh Charities Week will take place between the 9 – 13
February 2026. The aim of the week is to recognise and shine a
light on the amazing work of charities, voluntary organisations,
community groups and volunteers across Wales.

Charities are not only a lifeline for the most vulnerable they are
there for people in the good times and the bad, taking
seemingly small steps that add up to a big difference.

Visit the Welsh Charities Week website for
more information about how to get involved
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New laptops available to hire!

Mantell Gwynedd is proud to announce that we have
brand new laptops available for hire by third sector
organizations and volunteers.

The aim of the scheme is to improve digital skills and
promote digital inclusion within the community. 

If your group or volunteers could benefit from better
access to technology, we'd love to hear from you.

Contact us for more information!


