
GWYNEDD COUNCIL 
 

 WELSH CHURCH FUND 
 

PRINICIPLES, GUIDELINES AND CONDITIONS OF GRANTS 
 
 
1. All grants must comply with Gwynedd Council’s Church Acts Fund Charitable 
Scheme. Further guidelines were adopted in order to define the areas and types of 
applicants who are likely to be considered, although the Cist Gwynedd Grant’s Advisory 
Panel (which now determines applications) may make exceptions in worthy cases which 
fall outside the usual guidelines but which are consistent with the Charitable Scheme. 
 
 
2. Personal applications or applications for the direct benefit of individuals are not 

allowed. 
 
3.  Priority will always be given to applications which are of benefit to Gwynedd. 
 
4. Applications will be considered from registered charities only. 
 
5.   a)  That no grants be given towards the repair and maintenance of churches 

and   places of worship which are regularly used for worship or other 
denominational purposes; 

 
      b) That applications for assistance with particular work relating to individual 

historical features (such as restoration of monuments) be considered or 
interpreting features or historical buildings for the general public (such as 
booklets or signage). 

  
     c) Grants will not be given for religious or denominational activities, or to 
resources used solely for those activities. 

 
 

6. Applications from community newspapers will not be considered. 
 
7. Grants will not be given towards any capital work on community centres, village 
halls or other public buildings in cases where a grant has already been given 
towards the costs from other Council grant sources. 
 
8. Where a grant has been given towards any village hall or nursery school or towards        
the capital objectives of any organisation, the Panel are not prepared to consider 
requests for similar support from the same organisation for a period of 5 years from the 
date of the previous application.  
 
9. The organisation’s ability to meet its own costs will be taken into account and, if it is 
able to do so, the Panel is unlikely to award a grant. 
 
10. If the application is for a substantial sum of money, the Panel may consider paying 
the grant over a number of years. 



 
11. The Grant’s Advisory Panel reserves the right to identify categories of grant 

applications, to decide on a standard sum for applicants in those categories and it 
may delegate powers to the relevant officers to award those grants if a valid 
application is received. 

 
  

12. All applications must be made on a standard form which is available from the Cist 
Gwynedd Senior Officer and all applicants must submit an audited balance sheet 
and an annual financial report or similar document. 

 
13. Where an activity, organisation or body provides opportunities and artistic 

resources for residents of other counties as well as Gwynedd, the applicant is 
expected to obtain a fair proportion of the money it is seeking from sources within 
those counties. The fact that the main centre or office of an organisation is in 
Gwynedd does not necessarily mean that the Panel will contribute the total amount 
of public support asked for if the body in question provides services over a wider 
area. In such cases, partnership arrangements or agreements will be sought. 

 
   14. Every applicant for a grant must agree to take the following factors into account 

(where appropriate) when preparing activities or centres with money received from the 
panel:-  

 
    a). Provisions for people with disabilities; 
    b). Provisions for encouraging or instructing children and young people in the 

particular area of interest; 
    c). Provisions of bilingual publicity, signs, etc. 

 
15. The right is reserved to withhold or to reclaim any grant awarded until the body or 
organisation has provided evidence that they have complied with any conditions set in 
awarding the grant. If the grant has not been paid before the end of the financial year, for 
whatever reason, it may be discontinued.          
 
16.  Any bodies or organisations in receipt of money will be required to make suitable 

arrangements, if requested, to enable Council officers to supervise, monitor or check 
the expenditure of any grant or conditions attached to any such grant. 

 
17. In general, wherever it is practicable or appropriate, the fact that a grant has been 

given from the Gwynedd Council Church Acts Fund is expected to be shown on any 
publicity material published by charities which receive a grant. 

 
18. Grants will not normally be allowed for employment purposes but where this is an 

exception allowed by the panel it is emphasised that this would be a one-off payment 
to support the job or jobs for a period of no more than twelve months.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR THE ALLOCATION OF GRANTS TO THE ARTS 

 
1. The Panel is prepared to consider awarding grants to registered charities in order to 

promote or ensure activities in fields pertaining to all the arts, in order to enrich the 
lives of the residents of Gwynedd and to support and strengthen the indigenous 
culture and arts of its areas. 

 
 

2. As a general principle, grants will be awarded in order to safeguard the provision of 
the arts (or to add to it) within the county or in locations or in a form whereby the 
county’s residents can take advantage of the provision. There is a supposition 
against contributing to overseas visits made by choirs but where such grant are 
made , another grant for the choir’s trips will not be awarded within a period of five 
years. 

 
3.  The following arts are defined as appropriate fields for the receipt of grant aid in the 

context of this document: 
      a) Theatrical arts: Drama; classical art/artistic films; dance; oral presentations and 

similar theatrical activities; circus arts. 
 
      b)  Fine arts:  Art, sculpture and photography exhibitions and workshops. 
 
      c)  Literary arts: Literature of a permanent nature and substance, whether prose or 

peoptry, including fiction and creative or factual writing of an artistic nature; readings, 
lectures and presentations and workshops by authors; exhibitions; publications; 
competitions to promote reading and/or writing; 

 
    ch) Music: Classical,  traditional or ethnic music; jazz, “pop” music of a permanent 

nature ( in the context of a concert); live performances; composition; 
 
 
     d) Indigenous culture: Eisteddfodau and other artistic elements in local life which 

are essential for the survival or promotion of the indigenous culture of the county. 
 
4. It is considered that provision in the arts in both languages is valid, if not essential, if 

all the artistic opportunities in the county are to be realised and developed. However, 
in view of the wide support to arts emanating from the wider English culture, there is 
a specific need to promote activities in the arts which are held through the medium of 
Welsh.  

 
5. When considering support for events/bodies in a situation where there are insufficient 

resources to satisfy all the valid needs, the medium of provision and location will be 
considered factors in order to try to ensure that resources are distributed across the 
whole range of activities in the arts.  

 
6. It is envisaged that the Panel will be able to consider grants for local arts festivals; 
local eisteddfodau; local groups which are involved with music, drama, literature etc; 
schools, colleges and youth organisations which are seeking money for arts activities. 
Applications from such applicants received by Gwynedd Council’s Education and Culture 
Department will be redirected by officers of that department to the panel in the first 



instance. As a general principle, grants will not be given from the both the Church Fund 
and the Council’s general arts funds to the same organisation, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances or reasons. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF GRANTS TOWARDS 
CONSERVATION OR HERITAGE AIMS 

 
1. As a general principle, grants will be given in order to conserve, safeguard or 

interpret special elements of history, culture, architecture or landscape within the 
boundaries of the County; or in order to support or promote bodies, projects or 
schemes which directly relate to the County either entirely or partially. Applications 
from registered charities, be they Gwynedd based bodies or those dealing with the 
heritage of the whole of Wales, will be considered (to the extent that it can be shown 
that Gwynedd will benefit directly from them.) 
 

2. The following areas are defined as suitable areas for the receipt of grants in the 
context of this document (but without excluding similar aim which, in the opinion of 
the panel, merit the receipt of a grant in accordance with the rules): 
 

a)  Architecture: repairs and maintenance work on buildings (including other man-made 
structures) which have been listed and are owned by charities or similar buildings which 
have not been listed but which have particular historical connections; funds for the 
purchase or lease of similar buildings; interpretative material for buildings of historical 
and/or architectural interest;  Grant’s Advisory  
 
b)  Museums:  the purchase, repair, safeguarding and/or exhibition of any kind of relics 
of any type, size or value which comply with the collection policy the museum in 
question; the provision of educational facilities or opportunities related to museums; the 
promotion or advertisement of any museum activity; any other matter which enhances 
the understanding, study or interpretation of items in the collections; 
 
c)  Heritage Sites:  the safeguarding or interpretation of sites, including the erection of 
plaques to commemorate famous people or to signify events in appropriate places; 
 
ch) Conservation or  Heritage Bodies/Associations: running costs beyond the 
resources of members; lectures, courses, seminars and publications which derive from 
the activities of the body or association; the costs of special projects, surveys, research 
or investigations; 
 
d)  Publications and Exhibitions:  publications or exhibitions on conservation and/or 
heritage subjects by charitable bodies. 

 
 

3. It is considered that heritage and/or conservation provision is an area where it is 
possible to operate bilingually for the benefit of all residents of the County and, in 
order to promote visitors’ understanding of the County’s heritage, applicants will be 
required to ensure that any publicity or interpretation material is produced bilingually 
unless the Committee has agreed that material should appear in one language only, 
due to special circumstances. 

 



4. In terms of museums, no assistance will be extended unless the museum is 
registered with the Museums and Galleries Commission and the Charities 
Commission.  

 
 
ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR GRANTS TO EDUCATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

 
1. The Panel is prepared to consider applications for financial support from registered 

charities in order to promote activities which enrich pupils’ education. 
2. The Panel is prepared to consider applications from registered charities which 
promote social provision, training or education in the community for people of all ages 
and in any field of interest. 

 
 
3. Applications for aspects of statutory education cannot be considered from this 

fund. 
 
4. Applications for overseas visits are not considered suitable cases for financial 

support from this fund. 
 
5.. Applications from bodies which compete commercially in the field of education 

provision or which support commercial educational provision cannot be 
considered. 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR GRANTS TO SPORT AND LEISURE 
ORGANISATIONS. 

 
1. The Panel is prepared to consider applications for financial support from registered 

charities in order to promote and develop opportunities in sport and leisure which will 
enrich the communities of Gwynedd. 

 
2. Applications from bona-fide organisations will be considered under the following 

categories :- 
 
2.1 Capital Work - to include a contribution to new buildings, facilities, sports equipment, 

tools and machinery. 
 
2.2 Revenue Costs - to include a contribution towards specialised employee costs (e.g. 

coaches, administrators, groundsmen) and specialised maintenance costs (e.g. 
specialised building, ground maintenance, maritime costs). 

 
2.3 Training Costs - to include a contribution to the costs of attending courses/seminars 

to further an individual's specialist knowledge with regards to sports and leisure and 
associated skills. 

2.4 Events Costs - to contribute towards the costs of promoting and staging sports and 
leisure events in Gwynedd. 

 
 
 



3. Priority should be given to the following:- 
 
3.1  Applications which meet the plans approved within the Gwynedd Sports and Leisure 

Strategy. 
 
3.2  Applications which are of direct benefit to more than one sport/activity  
 
3.3  Applications which integrate people with disabilities into sports and leisure 

clubs/organisations. 
 
3.4  Applications where there is a real danger that the community infra structure for the 

promotion and development of sport may not be able to continue without financial 
support. 

 


